


The Pacific Community

• The Pacific Community (SPC) is the principal scientific and technical 
organization supporting development in the Pacific region since 
1947.

• We are an intergovernmental organization 

• The Public Health Division (PHD) is one of 8 Divisions within SPC.

• www.spc.int

http://www.spc.int/


The Pacific 
Community 
(SPC)



• “Train staff to analyse and interpret 
health data”

• “We want an evidence-base to 
inform decision”

• “Develop Pacific-specific training 
programme”

Pacific Health Ministers  Meeting



Pacific Public Health Surveillance Network (PPHSN) / ROSSP

https://www.pphsn.net/



What is Strengthening Health 
Interventions in the Pacific (SHIP) 

Data for Decision-Making – Postgraduate Certificate in Field Epidemiology

Diploma in Field Epidemiology

Masters in Field Epidemiology

. . . a 3-tier capacity development programme



How we deliver SHIP - DDM?

• System improvement 
projects pre-planned with 
senior leaders

• Trainers: Experienced PPHSN 
members, partners and DDM 
graduates

• “classroom” teaching and 
hands-on work

• Training “from work, at work, 
for work” like all other FETPs



DDM – PGCFE 
Coverage

• 17 PICTs covered

• PNG – with own FET 
program

• French Polynesia, New 
Caledonia, Wallis and 
Futuna

• Pitcairn Island



Frequency of PGCFE (Tier 1) Graduates 
by Countries (2019 – 2023)
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• Total graduated –
117



Improved reporting practices

regularly posting reports 
on PacNet

(35% in 2016 vs 67% in 2018)

• 91% change in the number of 

countries experiencing outbreaks

Increased competencies

• >320 health officers trained on at 

least 1 module of the DDM-PGCFE 
course

Training programme integrated 
with capacity development

W
hat we

did
?

Intermediate 
Outcome

Improved tools: recording 

and reporting tools revised; 
protocols and guidelines updated; 
laboratory algorithms developed; 
dashboard; information products, etc.

Imm

ediate

Outcom
e

• Job descriptions and Terms 
of Reference refined to align 
with new skills and capacities

Enhanced structure: 
• Additional surveillance 

positions created

Improved health systems: surveillance, laboratory, public health



Operational Research Published



• Regional  / Subregional Intervention

• Resource Intensive –transition to a more cost effective 

• Sustainability – resources (People), institution e.g FNU, SPC

• Collaboration - Partner (CDC, FNU, WHO, PIHOA)

- Network (SAFETYNET, TEPHINET etc)

- Development Partners (AFD, DFAT,MFAT, EU)

• Context & Culture

Learning from Experience
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